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Post-secondary education 

2 

Publicly-funded 

institutions 

Self-financing 

institutions 

Non-local higher 

and professional 

education courses 

9 publicly-funded universities/institution: CityU, 

HKBU, LU, CUHK, EdUHK, PolyU, HKUST, HKU, HKAPA 

35 self-financing higher education institutions 

1,150 non-local higher and professional 

education courses registered or exempted under 

Cap 493  

Vocational 

programmes 

Other continuous education and training 

Diploma Yi Jin 

programmes 
Other continuous 

learning programmes 

offering sub-degree, bachelor’s degree and top-up 

degree programmes (including 4 VTC institutions: 

SHAPE, THEi, IVE, HKDI) 

Source: EDB, Concourse, QR (figures as of Oct 2016) 

Education and Training in Hong Kong 
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Quality Assurance System in Hong Kong 

Self-financed institutions 

• Senior year intake and top-

up degree 

• Degree or above 

• Sub-degree 

HKCAAVQ 
 

Hong Kong Council for 

Accreditation of Academic and 

Vocational Qualifications  

QAC of UGC 
 

Quality Assurance 

Council of the University Grants 

Committee  

UGC funded institutions & 

their self-financing operations 

• Senior year intake and top-

up degree 

• Degree or above 

• Sub-degree 

Self-financing operations of 

the UGC funded institutions 

• Non-local programmes 

3 
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Core Services of HKCAAVQ 
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Accreditation Authority 

Functions 
 

• To develop and implement the standards and 

mechanism for academic or vocational accreditations 

• To determine whether a qualification from a learning 

programme offered by a non-self-accrediting operator 

can meet a certain QF standard 

• To determine whether an assessment agency is 

competent to perform assessments under the 

Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) scheme 
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QR Authority 

Function 

• To develop and maintain the Qualifications 

Register (QR) 

 

Power 

• To determine the entry or removal of a 

qualification onto/from the QR 

• To ensure and enhancing the credibility of the 

QR structure 

• To monitor advertisements relating to the QF 
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Qualifications Framework (HKQF) 

• The Hong Kong Qualifications Framework (HKQF) is a 

7-level hierarchy covering qualifications in the 

academic, vocational and continuing education 

 

• Qualifications recognised under HKQF are quality-

assured and level-rated in accordance with objective 

and well-defined standards 

 

• QF aim to promote lifelong learning with the 

objective of enhancing competitiveness of the local 

workforce 
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Qualifications Register (QR) 

• A free for access on-line database of 

qualifications that provides information on 

qualifications, the associated programmes 

and providers 

 

• Cover qualifications of academic, vocational 

and continuing education sectors, as well as 

non-local qualifications 

 

• All qualifications listed on the QR are quality-

assured and recognised under the Hong Kong 

Qualifications Framework (QF) 

 

• As of Oct 2016, there are 7,853 qualifications 

published on the QR offered by 239 operators 

 

www.hkqr.gov.hk 
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3,599 
qualifications 

at QF L4-L7 

4,254 
qualifications 

at QF L1-L3 

Source: QR website (figures as of Oct 2016) 
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4,814 qualifications of a wide range 

of disciplines at different QF levels are 

quality-assured by HKCAAVQ 

Source: QR website (figures as of Oct 2016) 
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Summary accreditation reports 

• HKCAAVQ publishes summary 

accreditation reports on its 

website for public access  

• Number of reports published 

online: 512 

• Accumulated page views: 14,709 

 

11 Figures as of October 2016 
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Concluding Statements 

12 

1. Hong Kong quality assurance approaches ensure quality 

of a diverse education sector: 

a. Local publicly-funded universities and their self-

financed arms 

b. Self-financed local operators and their programmes 

c. Non-local operators and their programmes 

d. A range of qualifications 

2. HKQR provides easy access to information about 

qualifications and  education pathways 

3. Vast majority of qualifications in Hong Kong are quality-

assured 

4. HKCAAVQ accreditation focuses on minimum standards 

and institutions’ ability to continuously improve 
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Q & A 
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Thank You 

Copyright 2016 ©  HKCAAVQ. 

All Rights Reserved. 

The copyright of this presentation (printed and electronic) belongs to the HKCAAVQ and that any use of the printed 

materials in full or in part must be under prior written consent by the HKCAAVQ and with clear reference made to the 

HKCAAVQ as the material source. 

Address:  

 

Tel: 

Fax: 

Email: 

Website: 

10 Siu Sai Wan, Chai Wan, Hong Kong 

 

3658 0000 

2869 4828 

info@hkcaavq.edu.hk 

www.hkcaavq.edu.hk 


